Heteroduplex formation: a potential source of genotyping error from PCR products.
The formation of heteroduplexes from polymerase chain reaction (PCR) products has recently become a diagnostic tool that is routinely used for the prenatal detection of small deletions or insertions in a number of disease-causing alleles. We present evidence illustrating that heterozygous PCR products can manifest 'invisible' heteroduplexes that can ultimately lead to genotyping errors. Justifications for these 'invisible' heteroduplexes and requisite parameters to optimize their detection are presented.